THE AGE OF MACHINERY
contemplated the gradual transformation of trade unions
into  co-operative   associations,   for  it  recommended  the
unions to employ their members and to open shops for
the mutual exchange of their products; presumably it was
intended for each union in this way to get the whole industry
into its hands. A general strike was also contemplated, and
its actual occurrence in our own times gives added interest
to the picture drawn by an optimistic advocate. 'There will
not be insurrection; it will simply be passive resistance. The
men may remain at leisure; there is, and can be, no law to
compel them to work against their will. They may walk the
streets or fields with their arms folded; they will wear no
swords, carry no muskets; they will present no multitude
for the Riot Act to disperse. They merely abstain, while their
funds are sufficient, from going to work for one week or one
month; and what happens in consequence? Bills are dis-
honoured, the Gazette teems with bankruptcies, capital is
destroyed, the revenue fails, the system of government falls
into confusion, and every link in the chain which binds
society together is broken in a moment by this inert con-
spiracy of the poor against the rich.' However the general
strike never materialized.   Instead  the   Grand  National
Union found itself involved in sectional disputes over wages
and hours, and in those disputes its energies were largely
frittered away. In March 1834 occurred the famous incident
of the trial and transportation of the six Dorchester labourers
for administering an oath. It created everywhere a great
sensation and dealt a fatal blow at the Grand National
Union. The employers seized the opportunity to destroy it
by dismissing men who would not sign the 'document' (as
it was called) in which they were required to dissociate
themselves from the trade union movement. The Grand
National Union thus disappeared, its members deserting it
in thousands.
Although the trade unions had been brought within the
pale of the law they still remained outside the social pale.
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